


Tune in to Imagine Cup July 27 to see which team wins more than $200,000 in prizes and a mentoring session with Satya Nadella
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Fifteen years ago, when Microsoft first launched Imagine Cup, the premise was simple – create a global innovation competition to inspire the brightest young minds in the world to bring their boldest ideas to life with technology. 

As a leader on our education team, Imagine Cup is one of my favorite times of year. The competition shows the true power of technology to transform students’ innate creativity and ingenuity into reality, and I’m thrilled to share that this milestone anniversary year for Imagine Cup is poised to be bigger and better than ever before. 

In just a few short weeks, more than 50 teams of student developers will descend upon the Microsoft campus here in Redmond to show us their vision for the future and compete for more than $200,000 in prizes. Those prizes include $100,000 in cash, a $120,000 Azure Grant, a trip to next year’s Build developer conference and, best of all, a private mentoring session with our CEO, Satya Nadella.

I’m honored to have a front row seat as a guest judge, and am also excited to announce that Scott Guthrie, Microsoft’s Executive Vice President of Cloud and Enterprise, will preside over the Imagine Cup Championships, which you can watch via a special webcast at 9 a.m. PT on Thursday, July 27.

From the looks of the finalist teams’ ideas, we are going to have another incredible competition. This year, we have more teams than ever representing some of the world’s most prestigious educational institutions, including the University of Oxford, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and Stanford University. 

What’s more, the mix of student projects is equally impressive. We’ll see a wearable device designed to enhance surgeons' ability to perform complex surgeries using image processing, VR applications and 3D models; a project focused on creating a virtual coach powered by artificial intelligence; and an IoT solution designed to help monitor infants’ vital signs, just to name a few.

In addition, we have a stellar trio of Championship Judges drawn from the best-of-the-best across academia, Microsoft and the broader technology industry. These three judges are each on the forefront of driving innovation in their respective fields, and will choose the next Imagine Cup Champion.

[image: ]Kimberly Bryant, founder of Black Girls Code, a national nonprofit that supports black girls in technology. Kimberly has also enjoyed a successful 25-year engineering career in the pharmaceutical and biotech industries, holding a series of technical leadership roles at several Fortune 100 companies, including Genentech, Merck and Pfizer.

[image: ]Harvard University Computer Science Professor David Malan, a senior member of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and instructor for Computer Science 50 (CS50), the largest CS course at both Harvard and Yale University, and the largest online course at edX with lectures being viewed by more than a million people.

[image: ]Microsoft’s own Mark Russinovich, a Microsoft Technical Fellow and the Chief Technology Officer for Azure. Mark is a graduate of Carnegie Mellon University, one of the most notable Computer Science universities in the world.


[bookmark: _GoBack]And, for the first time, we’ve put together a great lineup of coaches who will mentor the final four teams in real-time to prepare them for the championship competition. These four coaches all hail from different parts of Microsoft, and each is a rock star in their own right. Their role at the Imagine Cup will be to help the finalist teams strengthen their tech, sharpen their on-stage presentations and perfect their business pitches. They are:

· Jasmine Lawrence, a program manager on the HoloLens Experience team and a recent Master’s graduate of the University of Washington who studied Human Centered Design & Engineering. 

· Deen King-Smith, a program manager on the Windows Commercial Program Management team with a passion for simplifying how enterprises manage devices. 

· Dona Sarkar, the engineering lead for the Windows Insider Program, a global community of people using technology to make a lasting impact in their worlds. 

· Jennifer Marsman, a software engineer in our Developer Experience group, where she educates developers on Microsoft’s newest technologies with a focus on data science, machine learning and artificial intelligence.

Be sure to catch all the action and watch the best young developers in the world compete for the Imagine Cup Championship via the pre-recorded webcast at 9 a.m. PDT on July 27 on Microsoft Imagine.

Best of luck to all the students who will be traveling to Seattle in July to compete – we can’t wait to see the future through your eyes. 

Anthony
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